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of a Straw Complexion, and some of the Ladies have a little Tincture of
red in their Cheeks and Lips, but whether it is natural or artificial I
know not. They aie very prohfick and long-lived, which may be partly
imputed to their Temperance 111 eating and dunking.

Aftei the Usuipcr had settled himself on the Throne of Siam, he
ordered the Fiench to dehvci their Fort at Bencock, to an Officer that he
sent to take Possession of it, but they icfused, without first making Teims
for themselves, on which he sent a Part of his Army to attack it, and
threatned every Man's Life that ictuincd befoie it was taken. His Orders
were punctually put in Execution, and all the Ftench got, was the Honoui
of dying bravely in the Defence of their Liberty. The Fort stands still
undemohshed, but no Artilleiy is m it.

In Siam they have several Ways in punishing Criminals with Death, for
Theft and other such like Peccadilloes. Beheading is the common Way.
For Rebellion or Mutiny they arc ript up alive, and their Guts and Intrails
taken out, and their Carcases woven up in a Twig-case, and tied up to
a Stake for Vultures and other voracious Fowls, or Dogs to feed on I saw
Eighteen one Morning going to be executed so for Mutiny. They were
each put on a triangular Seat, with their Necks and Hands in wooden
Fetters, and carried by three Slaves in Chains through the Streets to the
Place of Execution, but they lookt as if they had been almost starv'd in
Prison, for they were very meagre. Some were weeping, others joyful that
they were near the End of a miserable Life.

For Treason and Murder, the Elephant is the Executioner. The con-
demned Person is made fast to a Stake driven into the Ground for the
Purpose, and the Elephant is brought to view him., and goes twice or
thrice round him, and when the Elephant's Keeper speaks to the monstrous
Executioner, he twines his Trunk round the Person and Stake, and pulling
the Stake from the Ground with great Violence, tosses the Man and the
Stake into the Air, and in coming down, receives him on his Teeth, and
shaking him off again, puts one of his fore Feet on the Carcase, and
squeezes it flat.

In Anno 1717. the King of Siam made War on his Neighbour of Cambodia,
and invaded his Country with an Army of 50000 by Land, and 20000 by
Sea, and committed the Care of his Armies to his Barkalong, a Chinese,
altogether unacquainted with War. The China Man accepted of the
Charge with much Reluctancy, but the King would not be denied. The
War prov'd unsuccessful, but I'll leave the Particulais till I treat of
Cambodia, and return to Siam, where I had some Difficulties to meet
with.